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NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME TRIALS — EXTENSION 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [10.03 am]: Tomorrow 
marks the extension of the current National Disability Insurance Scheme trials in Western Australia. This means 
that more than 4 000 people with disability in the lower south west, Cockburn–Kwinana and Perth hills trial 
areas have continued certainty about their supports and services. The 12-month extension of the comparative 
trial sites is part of an agreement reached between the state and commonwealth governments earlier this year. 
This included a commitment to negotiate an agreement for the phased statewide rollout of the NDIS, with an 
expected commencement date of 1 July 2017. In addition, the current trials will be expanded to include an 
additional nine local government areas. From 1 October 2016, the Disability Services Commission will 
commence the expansion of the WA NDIS model to the Armadale, Murray and Serpentine–Jarrahdale local 
government areas. From 1 January 2017, the National Disability Insurance Agency will expand into the local 
government areas of Bayswater, Bassendean, Chittering, Toodyay, York and Northam. 
The state government is investing $181 million to support the NDIS trials in 2016–17. By 30 June 2017, 
11 000 eligible people with disability will have access to the NDIS in Western Australia. This is about a quarter 
of the people who will be eligible for the scheme when it is fully implemented. I am now also seeking input from 
people with disability, their families and carers, service providers and the broader community about what works 
best on the ground, wherever they live, and what else could be improved. Discussion papers are being distributed 
through the Ministerial Advisory Council on Disability to gather feedback and suggestions. The first two papers 
on planning and information, linkages and capacity building—generally known as ILC—are available now. The 
NDIS in WA will have the same eligibility, portability and reasonable and necessary supports as the rest of the 
country. The state government wants to ensure that the NDIS in WA is flexible and responsive to the needs of 
people with disability, families and carers, wherever they live in this vast state. The NDIS is 
a once-in-a-generation reform and I acknowledge the widespread support it has received across the country. As 
the Minister for Disability Services in Western Australia, I am committed to getting this right, for people in the 
scheme now and for future generations. 
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